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A Christmas night
under the stars at CALA

yotory and photos
John Chalmers

The spirit of Christmas was <c¢learly evident on December 17 whe
Salagua, Manzanillo, presented its Christmas Pageant as a Christmas night under the stars, staged at Centro de Artes Los
Angelitos (CALA), the open -air performance facility serving the Manzanillo area.

Following dinner, guests were treated to a three -part presentation. First was familiar Christmas music, followed by dance
numbers performed by Ballet Folklérico Los Angelitos, which is part of the CHLA Expressive Arts Program, and finally a
flawlessly performed dramatic pageant of music and dance told the timeless story of Christmas.

Dr. Guiber Nufiez, director of Casa Hogar Los Angelitos and CHLA founder Nancy Nystrom welcomed guests to the Christmas event. The five young musicians at right
provided music and song during the pageant. The CALA facility provides an ideal venue for entertainment for the staging of pr oductions by Casa Hogar.
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At left on the keyboard is Alejandra Rincon, who accompanied her students as they played saxaphone, clarinet and trdtripetight @re Alexis Duarte,
Briana Chavez, Kasandra Cortés, Yamil Javier and Michel Duarte -Bbed@@y played and sang throughout the evening, evenghahey have studied
music for only five months!

Guest soloist, Francesco Puglisi, at right, was born in Sicily, moved with his parents to Rome at age 10, married thevedailedHouston TX in 2016.
Francesco is a singer, pianist, songwriter and composer, teaching music and who sings in Italian, French, Spanish.and English

Beautiful costumes, seen above and below, and traditional Mexican dances characterize the performances of the dedicated,
hard working and talented young people in the cast, in sharing the culture of their country with appreciative audiences.

Casa Hogar Los Angelitos is a unique home for children in the The children have come from abusive situations or homes
Manzanillo area. From toddlers to university graduates, the where parents are unable to provide care for them. Some
home provides a place for girls and boys who would not oth- young children have even been rescued from homelessness,
erwise have such a home with the love and care they receive. living on the street. At present, 60 girls and boys from three
CHLA is not an orphanage, although some orphans have years of age and younger, up to 21 are living at the home.
made their home there. Presently nine are in university or at a higher level of study.
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While some dance numbers are performed by beautiful young girls, and others are presented by handsome young men,
both girls and boys show their skill in dancing in numbers in which both are participants.

This new dance featured beautiful, spectacular and flowered
dresses worn by all the girls in the ensemble.

Smiles and enthusiasm for their participation in dancing
and entertainment add to audience enjoyment.
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Mary and Joseph, played by Emili Padilla and Javier Duarte were met by angels in the Christmas story.

As t he eveningSs perf or mance Edch Bay a Romion and /SéeoYvrecpntairs stoties absut the

Francesco Puglisi was joined by members of the cast for his home and how some of the children raised there have over-
final songs and a modern dance concluded the show, with come a difficult start in life but have realized success in edu-
dancers then going into the audience inviting guests to dance cation and work.

with them.

Donations to Casa Hogar through Th
Participating in the Ballet Folklorico presentations of CHLA help transform the lives of children to something better, and
provides not only instruction and participation in music and serve as an investment in their future.
dance, but also develops self -confidence in the young per-

formers.

At Casa Hogar, they receive 24 -hour care with emotional and
medical care and instruction in English that complements their

education.

L B
Two books by Nancy Nystrom, which can be ordered from The L :
ChildrenSs Foundation, Amazon, g
heart-warming and inspirational stories of the founding of

Casa Hogar Los Angelitos.

4
¥

-

AA lively dance by the shepherds, like all dances in the show, was characterized by precision in their performance.
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The optional Expressive Arts Program of Casa Hogar Los Angelitos provides opportunity for all children at the hompate pigtftiey choose to do so.

As well, children from the broader community have a chance to participate. Casa Hogar is established@®ft wharitableorganization
which receives no funding from any level of government. Tax receipts are issued to donors for their financial support.

The girls playing the part of angels in the Christmas pageant indeed looked truly angelic with their wings and costumes.

At right, the Three Magi, played by Ernesto Rosas, Emmanuel Arzate and Fernando Alvarado approach King Herod, playesl gglase

In speaking to the audience,
Francesco said it was a very
emotional and meaningful
experience for him to perform
with all the young people of
Casa Hogar Los Angelitos.

The children of Casa Hogar
receive tutoring, education in
public school and encourage-

ment to stay in school and

follow their dreams.
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